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Least Tern

Sternula antillarum

1

adult

05-07-2016 10:30 AM

Not yet (please do, eBird is great!)

Bucks

Bensalem

Delaware River just upstream from the Philadelphia County line

river

300 feet at the closest point

cloudy

Leica 10x42 binoculars, Leica APO Televid 77

I had just received a phone call from Jason Horn when I arrived at the river on
the New Jersey side (It's a better view from that side) to see what was around.
We were chatting as I got out of my truck, walked over to the river and got to a
spot where I had a good view. When I got there, I first looked down river naked
eyed and spotted a small white bird flying upstream. I got it in the binoculars and
immediately saw that it was a Least Tern! I said to Jason something like "Holy s-
--, I gotta go." and grabbed my camera. I got about 40 pictures as it came past
me, headed over to the PA side and continued upstream. After it went out of
sight, I tried to relocate it but never saw it again. In the photos the yellow bill,
white forehead and black primaries on the leading edge of the wing are visible
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Typical tern behavior, flying over the water.

Small size, yellow bill, white forehead and black primaries eliminate everything
else

This won't help with the record but it was one of those days where it felt like it
was meant to be. I was supposed to lead a bird walk at the Van Sciver Lakes at
8AM that day. I arrived 5-10 minutes early and thought it was odd that nobody
was there. Typically they have coffee and donuts ahead of time while people are
arriving. It turned out that the trip had been cancelled and they didn't let me
know! If that trip had happened, I would've been busy with that and never
would've seen the tern!
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